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A Message from the President

What a great result - a contribution of $5118.12 from the raffle held in conjunction with the Art
Show! Congratulations to Geoff Swain and his committee on a magnificent effort - all the hard
work has paid off.

Welcome back David Tolstrup after attending the Rotary World Conference and spending several
weeks wandering around overseas. David has returned looking very fit, full of enthusiasm and
ready for his new role as District Secretary.

On Friday, 7t August, | attended the first District 9810 President’s meeting for this Rotary year.
The meeting took the form of a dinner meeting and was held at the Mulgrave Country Club which
proved to be an excellent venue. It was a well-attended, informative and enjoyable meeting. At the
District meeting we received news about the District Conference which will be held in February
2010 at Costa Hall Deakin University in Geelong. The conference is called the “Partnership
Conference and the theme is “To Gather Together”. Although final arrangements are not yet
completed a number of interesting speakers have already been arranged and it is shaping up to be
a very good conference. The Conference will commence at lunch time Friday, 26" February, and
conclude at lunch time Sunday, 28" February. Being in Geelong in easy reach and starting at lunch
time Friday it will not involve too much expensive overnight accommodation or loss of work time.
Club members and especially newer members are urged to take advantage of this opportunity and
attend what will be a very informative conference The theme for the Saturday night dinner is
“Rotary Rocks” which conjures up thoughts of rocking to great music but judging by th e little bags
of edible rocks handed out by District Governor David at the Presidents’ meeting it could have other
meanings. Those who are attending the conference, and | hope that is most of you, please put your
thinking caps on now and come up with ideas about how we can present ourselves at the Saturday
night dinner. More details and Registration forms will be provided shortly by our “On to
Conference” Chairman, Bruce McKenzie.

At the Presidents’ meeting D.G. David asked all clubs to consider working together on a Wastewater
Treatment project in Barangay in the Philippines. The project is a multi District matching grant
project and involves Rotary Districts 9500, 9520, 9800 and 9810 plus the Rotary Club of Makati in
Manila. District 9810 has been asked to raise $20,000 which equates to each Cluster raising
$2250. At the Board meeting of our club last Tuesday the Board agreed to provide an amount of
up to $500 for this very worthwhile project. The treatment plant is necessary to combat intestinal
diseases caused by lack of sanitation due to human waste being expelled into the waters
surrounding the village.

The Board also considered the opportunity to do a media presentation at the forthcoming
conference and with that in mind four of our members will be attending the Media Day at Channel
9 on Saturday 22" August to learn more about how to do this.

Yours in Rotary,
Tom Thorpe

President



LAST WEEK'S MEETING

Sergeant Kath Binns opened the meeting and
asked PP Sue Bishop to lead the Rotary Grace
and Loyal Toast.

President Tom welcomed Melissa Mardjetko,
and our Guest Speaker Neil Rogers from The City
of Whitehorse, and a warm welcome back to PP
David Tolstrup from his overseas trip. Welcome
too was extended to Arthur Selman (guest of Joe
Mardjetko).

Tom advised there was a Media Presentation
Seminar planned for August 22 at the studios of
GTV 9 and invited interested members to see
him after the meeting for more details. There is
No Charge to attend this workshop.

A membership Seminar is also planned for
Sunday August 30 at The Mulgrave Country Club
only 2 hours - 9am to 11am. See the copy of
the flyer later in this bulletin for more details.

Tom attended a District President’s meeting,
where the District Conference was discussed,
and the theme for the Saturday night's dinner
would be “Rotary Rocks”. Members were asked
to make suggestions as to how we would
participate in this evening.

Members were again reminded that applications
close on September 24 for members of the GSE
team to tour Turkey in 2010.

Preparatory to the success of the City of
Whitehorse Spring Festival members were asked
to hand copies of their ‘Rotary Down Under’
magazines to Tom for inclusion in the
information packs being prepared for the day
which would be handed to attendees of the
festival.

Tom then handed the conduct of the meeting to
Chairman Lloyd Cranwell, who called on
Secretary Tim Lyn for his announcements.

Tim advised members of the application in the
Green Correspondence Folder for members to
join the Great Bike Ride. Many make-ups were
recorded (details later in this bulletin).

Chairman Lloyd then asked for Committee
Announcements, and the following reports were
delivered.

Farmers’ Market - Colin Johnson

Colin expressed his thanks to the many
members and Partners who joined in at The
Farmers Market held on August 9. The Bacon
and Egg stall sold a net $650 in produce. Colin
said there were many skills demonstrated on the
day, by both the sellers of the product and the
BBQ attendants. A Great Success on the day,
with special thanks to Peta lles and Joan
Donegan.

Fellowship Committee - Joe Mardjetko

Joe again asked members wishing to attend the
visit to The Johnson Collection on August 20 to
see him after the meeting. Seats for The Tram -
Car Restaurant trip on Septe mber 30 at 5.45pm
were still available, but members wishing to go
should see Joe quickly as numbers were good,
and seats are limited. Ed this outing is being
held in conjunction with Box Hill, Central, so
early bookings are essential).

Finally, Joe has an opportunity to book for the
opening night of South Pacific at the Whitehorse
Theatre on Friday, October 30. Tickets are
available priced at $40 per person, which
includes supper. Other dates may be available in
early November, but these would not include the
supper package.

Op-Shop - Clem Joyce

Clem needs assistance on Friday August 14 for
the afternoon time-slot. Peter Cummins will
assist.

Vocational Service - Geoff lles

Geoff again drew members attention to the
planned week-end away in November to
Marysville. New survey sheets were distributed
at the meeting to gauge the level of interest.
Members seeking more information are asked to
make contact with Geoff.

Vale Mr Lindsay Thomas lles

It is with sadness we acknowledge the passing
of Mr Lindsay lles - father of our member
Geoff. The Board and all members join in
sending condolences to Geoff and his family.




David Tolstrup with Guest Arthur Selman

Vice President David Tolstrup then spoke briefly
about his trip to the World Rotary Conf erence in
Burmingham and the pledge from the World
Health Organisation to join with Rotary to
eradicate Polio. Further, David brought greetings
from Robert and Jenny Leach who are currently
in Europe on vacation.

Sergeant Kath Binns

The Sergeant has been out and about again this
week, with fines starting at The Farmers Market
- firstly on PP Colin Johnson for running out of
both bacon, eggs and bread (all basic
ingredients one would have thought for a bacon
and eggs stall......Ed), next for PP Sue Bishop for
volunteering to purchase more of said
ingredients. Ray McLeod-Dryden for cracking
eggs one handed, but leaving much of the
albumen on his shoes. PP Carol for her efforts in

advertising our wares (no mega-phone
required!). PP David Tolstrup for his extended
overseas trip. PP Ross McPhail for not wearing

STOP PRESS - ROTARY NEWS ITEM

We have just been advised “The 2009-10
Nominating Committee for [the position of]
President of Rotary International for the year
2011-12, having functioned in accordan ce with
the bylaws of Rotary International, has indicated
that it has unanimously nhominated:

KAYLAN BANERJEE of The Rotary Club of Vapi,
Gujarat, India

for the office of President of Rotary International
for the year 2011-12.”

Rotarian Banerjee will become the president -
nominee on October 1, if there are no
challenging candidates. Biographical information
for Rotarian Banerjee will be available on the RI
Web site and [will be published] in the next issue
of the Rotary World [magazine].

The above was contained in an e-mail just
received from the General Secretary - Rotary
International, via District Governor David Forster.

LAST WEEK'S GUEST SPEAKER

In introducing our Guest Speaker, Chairman
Lloyd drew on the many experiences and roles
which our guest brought to his current portfolio
as a Community Development Officer within The
City of Whitehorse.

In his opening remarks, Neil pointed out that
whilst his life experiences were many and
varies, he had not previously worked in a work
assignment which had a community view, with a
focus on Youth. Neil has been employed by The
City for 9 years, starting his career with an
assignment to the Youth Services Team, despite
the fact he had never previously worked in this
role.

When Neil started, Box Hill had a reputation for
a city with drug and alcohol problems and bad
behavior exhibited by the younger people.
Gangs were perceived to be prevalent, as were
the plethora of syringes found scattered
throughout the trading precinct. The
composition of the shopping complexes too was

different which led to an easy feeling shared by
Traders, Council and the Police.

With initiative from the local police, the drug
issues were addressed under the unifying title
of Project Unity. The review started with a
concerted effort to identify issues which were
not liked in the precinct, and to also identify the
more positive issues of what made it good to
visit Box Hill.

Monthly meetings were convened with traders
and the key element was that the attendees
wanted to listen to the concerns of Traders, and
then to set a plan to eradicate the problem
areas. The fix was not immediate, with the
program extending over some 12 months, but
gradually the signs became apparent that
change was being made, albeit slowly at first,
but positive change could be seen.

The traders became more confident as the
results were being made obvious within the



community. More ideas were floated, and more
implemented to change the perceived culture
within the city. It was recognized early in the
program that punitive measure alone, were not
the answer if long term, benefits were to be
achieved. One of the initiatives was Community
Policing where the police would regularly walk
or cycle through the city, meeting people as
they went. This initiative saw a turn-around in
the attitudes of shoppers and shop-keepers in
their liaison with the local police, with a
resultant drop in the wunsavory behavior
previously exhibited in the area.

From these small beginnings developed good
dialogue between the police and the community
of Box Hill.

But the job is not complete. Many well
recognized achievements have been made, but
that really is only the beginning. Council plans
are well under way to re-furbish the Mall area -
to make it more ‘user friendly’ by the use of
good urban design - good lighting, removal of
high walled areas, open up the areas,
installation of surveillance cameras - all these
initiatives will further create a good atmosphere
and change the culture.

In the past, Box Hill was seen as a shopping
complex, but today it is a much more vibrant
hub of society with the changing face of the
businesses in the area from being a retail
centre, to a centre which now provides excellent
services as well as the strong retail base.

With 2 hospitals, 7 high schools, D epartment of
Human Services, The Tax Office, and many
more businesses have enlivened Box Hill to a
point where several years ago, Centro installed
people counters to gauge the level of traffic in
their complex. At that time, some 700,000
persons visited the centre per month. Traffic
volume through the complex was recently
measured at 1.5 million persons per month -
that’s the equivalent of one half of Australia’s
population passing through Box Hill in any one
year.

All of the above has not been achieved ov er
night, and no one person or body has been
responsible for the achievements that have
been achieved, but with good will on behalf of
the administrators - the Traders, The Council
and The Police, and their joint ability to listen to
the problems and then set about finding
solutions has paid big dividends for the area.

Youth now have areas where they can
congregate, and there has been a positive
change in the obvious signs of drug use, by the
dramatic drop over time of needles and
syringes found within the shopping precinct.
There is a noticeable drop in drug use in the
area, with the agencies previously servicing this
sector now reporting a marked lessening of
traffic to their premises.

Crime statistics too have shown a significant
drop, and are now the lowest for 18 years.

The administration meetings which were
originally formed to address specific problem
areas within the city are still being held, but are
now setting future directions for the area rather
than addressing problems of the day.

There still seems to be a perception that Box
Hill is not a safe place to visit, but with a halving
of the crime statistics and a doubling of the
population in the area, there is no doubt
positive and lasting changes have been made.
That is not to say we are compla cent, said Neil,
but as you can see the job is on-going, and we
are very confident of a great outcome for the
city.

In answer to questions, Neil said some of the
other areas being addressed were those related
to Public Space issues - Graffiti and persons
sleeping rough, just to name but two. Persons
sleeping rough in the area really fall into two
categories - those sleeping outdoors, of which
there are few examples in Box Hill, and those
younger people who don’t appear to have a
permanent domicile, and engage in “couch
surfing”, but council cannot do much about the
latter, as the numbers are not obvious, and the
problem is therefore somewhat hidden.

Violence too was discussed, and whilst the
press (generally) have stressed the greater
need for more police on the streets, based on
the work done in Box Hill, it is believed the
answer may well lie in more community policing,
as this has achieved dramatic results for Box
Hill.

Neil also pointed to the social work undertaken
by the many service clubs in the area. Clubs
working with council to achieve good
community outcomes were more evidence what
could be achieved with THE community working
as one.



In thanking Neil for his discussion this evening
Chairman Lloyd reiterated the thoughts of many
when he said it was good to see things were
being done in the community, on a co-operative
and successful basis, with all of the
stakeholders playing their part.

Chairman Lloyd Thanks Neil Rogers

Chairman Lloyd then asked the Fund Raising Chairman - Joe Mardjetko to draw the weekly raffle, which
was won by Sue Bishop, with number 36.

President Tom then resumed the chair and thanked our Guest Speaker - Neil Rogers. Tom said it was
good to know the initiatives started many years ago are now bearing fruit, and he cong ratulated Neil for
his continuing efforts in making improvements in the City.

Thanks too to Mr Arthur Selman (guest of Joe Mardjetko) for attending.

The meeting closed.

ATTENDANCE
Total Attendance: 27
Club Members: 24
Partners: 1

Visitors & Visiting Rotarians: 1 - Mr Arthur Selman
Guest Speaker: 1 - Mr Neil Rogers

Apologies: David D'Silva, George McLean, Clive Nicholson, Geoff Swain, Paul
Wheelton, Charlie Xu.

Leave of Absence: Robert Leach, Mick Matthews, Greg Paine, Geoff Weeks, Rae Wilson.

Make ups: Colin Johnson, Peter Cummins, Clem Joyce, Lloyd Cranwell, Ross McPahil,
Geoff lles, Carol Pawsey, Vincent Li, Ray McLeod -Dryden, Sue Bishop, Kath
Binns, Trevor Donegan (all Farmers Market). Op-Shop duties George
McLean and Peter Cummins.
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