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A Message from the President  

 

Last Friday evening some of last years’ Cluster Presidents and I attended a very enjoyable meal 

and evening at the Mitcham Community House.  The evening took the form of “Christmas in 

July” and was organised to celebrate the completion of the new improvements to the House.  

These improvements were funded by the Whitehorse Cluster Clubs with funds raised by the 

Farmers’ Market.  The alterations which include more storage area are greatly appreciated by 

all at the Community House and have made working conditions much less cramped and 

certainly much more pleasant and efficient.  The staff at the House will be proud to show other 

Rotarians how their Farmers’ Market donation has been spent.  The Mitcham Community 

House offers a great variety of courses as well as providing Child Care and even hosts a 

luncheon on two days per week.  Our money has really been put to good use in the community.  

 

The Cluster Clubs will be staffing a Rotary information tent at the forthcoming Whitehorse 

Spring Festival to be held on 18

th

 October.  Volunteers will be needed to staff this tent and will 

be called for closer to the date so please give this some thought now as to whether you may be 

able to assist.  It is intended to distribute Show Bags of Rotary information to visitors 

throughout the day.  The Show Bag is to include a copy of the RDU magazine and a listing of all 

the Cluster Clubs and their meeting times.  To assist with this would members, when they have 

finished reading their Rotary Down Under magazines, please keep any they receive from now 

until October and let me have them so that I can pass them on to President Shia Smart of the 

Rotary Club of MASH who is looking after the Cluster exhibit. 

 

Usually there is a good attendance of people at the Spring Festival and many will be interested 

in finding out more about Rotary and what it does.  The more information we can give to people 

whether in Show Bags or verbally can only be of benefit in spreading the news of the good work 

that Rotary does in the community. 

 

We have received a message from PDG Denis Hyland, the 2008-9 Foundation Chairman of 

District 9810, on behalf of PDG John Barnes congratulating and thanking all Rotarians in 

District 9810 for their support of the Annual Giving Programme of the Rotary Foundation.  

District 9810 was the number one District in Australia for 2008-2009 Rotary year with a 

combined total of US$185,937.25 which equates to a per capita amount of US$140.33.  A 

great effort from all. 

 

Remember our next meeting on Tuesday, 4

th

 August is a Partners’ Night and the night of the 

raffle draw. 

 

Yours in Rotary, 

Tom Thorpe 

President 



LAST WEEK’S MEETING  

 

Sergeant Kathy Binns opened proceedings by 

calling on Rob Fenton for the Grace and Loyal 

Toasts. 

 

President Tom welcomed our Guests – Alistair 

MCLean from Rotary Club of Tamooka NZ, and 

partners’ Sue Fenton and Melissa Mardjetko, 

and our Guest Speaker for the evening – 

Leading Senior Constable Biljana Luccio from 

the Crime Prevention Unit at Nunawading Police 

Station. 

 

In the absence of our Secretary Tim, who was 

attending a Graduation for his wife Dabak, 

President Tom drew members attention to the 

Club correspondence folder and in particular to 

the advice regarding the nominations for the 

next GSE team to visit Turkey which is 

scheduled for April 2010. Nominations close on 

September 24. Also in the folder were details of 

The City of Whitehorse Plan for 2009-13 for 

children in the zero to 12 years category.  

 

President Tom handed the conduct of the 

meeting to Chairman Ray Macleod-Dryden who 

called for the following Committee 

announcements. 

 

Geoff Iles – Vocational Service.  

 

Geoff drew member’s attention to the Green 

sheets on each table detailing the proposed 

Week-End away to Marysville from Friday 

November 20 to Sunday November 22. 

Members were asked to review the options, and 

those interested to further contact Geoff.  

 

Colin Johnson – Whitehorse Farmers Market.  

 

At the Farmers market conducted on Sunday 

August 9, our Club will be required to staff the 

Bacon and Egg Stall which will require three 

teams each of 4 persons to construct the stall, 

and two further teams to cook and sell the 

produce. Colin advised members that since 

inception in 2006, the Whitehorse Farmers 

Market had raised over $101,000 for 

community projects. The roster is enclosed as a 

few more members/partners are still required. 

 

Carol Pawsey – Community Services / New 

Generations.  

 

Carol requested all members of the committee 

to meet after next week’s Club meeting. 

 

Vincent Li – International Service.  

 

Vincent reminded all members of the 

committee of their meeting scheduled after 

tonight’s Club meeting. 

 

Chairman Ray then asked Sergeant Kath Binns 

to conduct the weekly segment. 

 

 

        

          Sergeant Kath – ‘Extraction a Plenty’ 

 

SERGEANT KATH BINNS.  

 

First fines were on those who had failed to 

support the on-going collection of used stamps, 

used to support the Fred Hollows Foundation. 

Chairman Ray – fined thrice -  two consecutive 

appearances as Chairman, and a further fine 

for having absent members names appear on 

the weekly roster. All members who failed to 

support the weekly Food Donation for the Box 

Hill CAB, were fined. Geoff Iles too, for his e-mail 

on How to Avoid Swine Flu – too late for some 

quipped sergeant Kath. Paul Wheelton for the 

recent published photo, and Past President 

Carol fined twice - as the result of her ‘escape’ 

from the Top Table, and for failing to produce 

the much awaited Club Handbook. Ross 

McPhail – late for Desk Duty. Clem Joyce – 

Induction Anniversary. Cross fines were levied 

by last week’s sergeant, and IPP Carol, taking 

exception to the term ‘Merciless’ used by the  

editor in last week’s bulletin, asserting she was 

full of mercy……….Ed if Merciless means without 

mercy, perhaps one should have used 

Unrelenting…………but does that mean without  

relent ?............or perhaps ruthless…………..but 

does that mean without ruth ?...........I guess the 

discussion is somewhat endless………………. 

(smile Ed) 

 

 



LAST WEEK’S GUEST SPEAKER  

 

Chairman Ray then introduced our Guest 

Speaker – Biljana Luccio – Leading Senior 

Constable, Victoria Police – Crime Prevention 

Unit. In introducing Biljana, Ray made several 

references to Biljana’s achievements since 

joining the Police Force in 1989, including her 

highly recognized work in the Crime Prevention 

Unit, for which she has received several Police 

commendations. 

 

Biljana’s presentation as she said was about 

endeavouring to stop crime before it was 

committed. Crime Prevention is really about 

common sense, and being aware of 

circumstances and people around us in our 

every-day lives. 

 

It was a fact that crimes involving theft from 

motor cars was on the increase, but the police 

really do wonder at the activities of some 

motorists in leaving valuable items on full 

display in their cars. A recent survey of a 

metropolitan car park revealed many items just 

sitting on the seats of cars – lap-top computers, 

mobile phones, cash in the console, GPS units 

still in the windscreen cradle, and other 

valuable items – all on full display to a would-be 

thief. Members were urged to ensure that when 

they left their cars, all valuables were either 

taken from the car, locked in the boot, or 

hidden from view of people passing the vehicle. 

Biljana cited the case of three businessmen 

who stopped at a pub for lunch, and when 

returning to their vehicle an hour or so later, 

noticed the back window smashed, and the 

three lap-top computers stolen. This was an oft 

repeated scenario, where valuable items left in 

motor vehicles are quickly stolen.  

 

If owners of property would just take a moment 

and think about what is on display, and could it 

be stolen, crime would drop dramatically. 

 

Awareness, and spreading the message via the 

media and the production of posters etc, are 

the tools of Biljana’s trade, in trying to raise the 

awareness of the public of criminal operations , 

in the hope they can be prevented.  

 

Biljana works with statistics from various areas 

of the Police Force in an endeavor to reduce the 

incidence of crime and/or injury.  

 

Recently an increase in injuries and death of 

pedestrians in the City of Monash was noted. A 

survey of a selection of the City revealed there 

were some 170 non-functioning  street lights, 

which no doubt exacerbated the problem of 

visibility of pedestrians in the area.  

 

To assist residents in the area, a brochure was 

prepared highlighting the problems of poor  

visibility of persons walking at night, and this 

was distributed to aged care facilities in the 

area, as a means of making people aware of 

what could be done to increase their visibility, 

and thus reduce accidents. 

 

Theft from shops too was on the increase – not 

only goods sold in shops, but handbag thefts 

particularly in grocery stores. The handbag 

message was again repeated – “Keep it Light, 

Held Tight, and Out of Sight, as depicted on the 

poster. 

 

 

 

Biljana was also responsible for the 

development of a booklet for businesses. The 

booklet is a very useful tool for training of staff 

in the event of threats in a variety of situations 

including Personal safety, Bomb threats, 

Assisting people demonstrating aggressive 

behavior, Armed robbery situations, or 

Biological threats to staff or to members of the 

public in the shop, or place of business. The 

brochure has a number of segments dealing 

with CCTV footage, Perimeter Security, 

Electronic theft etc. The package also contained 

a height marker to be affixed to the exit door to 

assist in providing height details of the 

offender. 

 

A positive off-shoot of that kit was the 

development of a residential kit aimed at 

security issues for Parties, Vehicle Safety, Shed 

Security, and for dealing with family violence. 

The kits are left with persons who have been 

the victim of crime. 

 

Other Police initiatives were aimed at reducing 

the theft of licence plates from cars, by fitting 

one way screws, in conjunctions with Bunnings 

stores. 



ATM security too was discussed with the 

recommendation made that whilst using an 

ATM, persons should stand side-on to the 

machine so they are aware of those around 

them. Make the transaction, store the cash 

securely in handbag or wallet, and move away 

from the ATM. Count the cash only when in the 

safety of your locked car. Wallets too posed a 

problem as many men did not re-button their 

back pockets containing their wallet, leaving it 

vulnerable for theft. 

 

Biljana offered members a copy of the brochure 

“How to live confidently”. 

 

In concluding her presentation, Biljana thanked 

members for their interest, and hoped her 

presentation would assist members in not 

becoming victims of crime. Should any 

members wish to make further contact with 

Biljana, she can be contacted at the 

Nunawading Police complex. 

 

 

 

Chairman Ray making a presentation to 

Leading Senior Constable Biljana Luccio  

 

Joe Mardjetko – Chairman Fellowship and 

Fundraising.  

 

Joe conducted the weekly raffle – Number 22 

was the winner – held by IPP Carol Pawsey. 

 

President Tom resumed the chair, thanking all 

of our guests for their attendance, and in 

particular Leading Senior Constable Luccio for 

her excellent presentation. Tom also reminded 

members of the GSE Team nominations which 

close on September 24. Next Week is a 

Partner’s Night. 

 

Member’s  attent ion is drawn to the enclosed 

Farmers Market Roster for SUNDAY – AUGUST 

9. We still have 4 vacancies to fill, to make the 

day a success. Colin Johnson will have the 

roster at our next meeting………………ED.  

 

ooOoo 

 

ATTENDANCE  

 

Total Attendance:  31 

 

Club Members:   27 

 

Partners:   2 

 

Visitors & Visiting Rotarians:     1 

 

Guest Speaker:      1 

 

Apologies:   Tim Lynn, Geoff Swain, Geoff Weeks  

 

Leave of Absence:  Robert Leach, Mick Matthews, Greg Paine, David Tolstrup, Rae Wilson  

 

Make ups: Carol Pawsey at Mitcham, President Tom at Cluster Meeting 

 

 

ooOoo 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

COMBINED ROTARY CLUBS OF 

WHITEHORSE 

 

WHITEHORSE FARMERS’ MARKET 

 

BACON & EGG BREAKFAST BBQ ROSTER 

ROTARY CLUB OF BOX HILL 

AUGUST 9

TH

 2009 

 

MEMBERS / PARTNERS ATTENDING 

7.00 am – 9.00 am 

Peter Cummins 

Colin Johnson 

Helen D’Silva? 

……………………….. (One vacancy – maybe two) 

 

8.00 am – 10.00 am 

Clem Joyce 

Ross McPhail 

Sue Bishop 

……………………….. (One vacancy) 

 

10.00 am – 12,00 noon 

Carol Pawsey 

Trevor & Joan Donegan 

Ray McLeod – Dryden 

………………………….. (One Vacancy) 

 

In anticipation, 

Peter Cummins 

Colin Johnson. 

 



 

 

                  Rotary Club of Box Hill 

                CLUB PROGRAMME 

                    August 2009 

 

 

 

 

** PLEASE NOTE: If you are unable to fulfil the chair duty on your nominated evening, it would be greatly 

appreciated if you could arrange a suitable substitute. ** 

 

CLUB DUTY ROSTER 

 

Date Desk Greeter  Grace / Toast  

 

August 

 

 

  

 

4

th

 

 

Vincent Li/Clem Joyce 

 

 

Lloyd Cranwell 

 

Rob Bishop 

 

11

th

 

 

Rob Fenton/David D’Silva 

 

 

 

Bruce McKenzie 

 

 

Geoff Swain 

 

18

th

 

 

George McLean/Peter 

Cummins 

 

 

Steve Dardamanis 

 

Geoff Weeks 

 

** PLEASE NOTE: If you are unable to fulfill the allocated duty on the occasion, it would be helpful if you 

could arrange a “swap” with another person listed. 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

Date Topic Speaker  Chair  

 

August 

 

 

  

 

4

th

 

 

Art Show Raffle 

 

 

Sponsor Aqualink 

 

Geoff Swain 

 

11

th

 

 

Community Development 

City of Whitehorse 

 

Neil Rogers – Community 

Development Officer 

 

 

Lloyd Cranwell 

 

18

th

 

 

Workplace Injuries 

The Safety Fixer 

 

 

Beth Pardoe 

 

Steve Dardamanis 

Date Member  Event 

August   

 

5

th

 

 

Geoff Iles 

 

Wedding Anniversary 

 

 

7

th

 

 

Peter Cummins 

 

Member’s Birthday 

 


