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This is the time of the year when many of our members take off on holidays either overseas or
around Australia and we will be experiencing a lack of members over the next few weeks. |
encourage those who are going away to “Make Up” wherever they are able. It was good
however to welcome back Vincent Li from his holiday in America with his family. Although
Vincent as a chemist was well prepared for the Swine Flu threat he and his family returned
home fit and well and did not see any evidence of this threat while away. We were also
pleased to have Kath Binns back with us after her recent bout of sickness.

Congratulations to Ray Riehm and his Art Show committee on the excellent result from the
recent Art Show. The surplus from the proceeds of the show has amounted to $17952
surpassing last year's amount. A magnificent effort considering these times of financial
constraint and one which exceeded all expectations. It proves the theory that if you put
enough effort and thought into a project it will be justified with good results and the committee
certainly did that.

The Farmers’ Market also continues to be a very successful operation. Since the start of the
market in 2006 an amount in excess of $101,000 has been distributed to local charities and
to bushfire relief. The Market Committee is desperately in need of a person to assist in the
promotion of the market - a not very onerous task but a very necessary one. If anyone is
interested and would like to volunteer would you please let me know or talk to Michael Kirk.
The Committee is currently investigating a request from the Victorian Farmers’ Market
Association to seek accreditation of the market and of the vendors at the market. The
reasoning behind this is to ensure that all vendors are growers or producers of the goods that
they sell and that all Farmers’ Market operators adhere to this requirement. This will also
ensure that all items are appropriately wrapped and clearly labelled and priced. Whitehorse
committee is organising a combined meeting of all Rotary Club Market operators to further
discuss this proposal.

On Wednesday evening | attended the first Cluster Club Presidents’ meeting. These meetings
are to be held every two months in addition to the District Presidents’ meetings. They provide
a forum for the six Whitehorse Clubs to meet together with the Assistant Governor, Brian
Tyedin, to discuss matters pertaining to Rotary and to our area. Amongst the matters
discussed was the opportunity to present a video of a Cluster project at the Geelong
conference. This opportunity is also available to individual clubs. A media day has been
organised for Saturday, 22" August at Channel 9 Studios to explain what is required to put
together a one or two minute multi media presentation. This is a wonderful opportunity to
present a project at the Conference and one in which we as a club could take part. Attendees
will be taught how to conduct interviews and how to video a project. Channel 9 will put
together the presentation at no cost to the club or the Cluster Group. Please give this some
serious thought.

Yours in Rotary

Torn Thierpe



LAST WEEK’'S MEETING

Sergeant Carol brought the meeting to order and
asked David D’Silva to lead with Grace and the
Loyal toast.

Carol then introduced President Tom Thorpe, who
extended a warm welcome to our guests for the
evening - Nick Svarnias and Vince Chalken from
the Crime Department - Victorian Police and Peta
lles.

President Tom reminded all members of the Club
Assembly to be held on August 25, and he
requested all Board Members to submit their
planned activities reports for the year by August 11.

President Tom then welcomed the chairman for the
evening - Ray Macleod-Dryden, who asked for The
Secretary’s announcements which included several
make-ups and a reminder to all members to pay
their subscriptions which were now due and
payable.
Committee chairmen
reports.

provided the following

ART SHOW - Ray Riehm

Ray again thanked all members and partners for
their untiring work leading up to and during the Art
Show. Particular thanks were directed to Clem
Joyce, Colin Johnson and Peter Cummins, and a
special vote of thanks was directed towards Geoff
Swain for his input to the new-look catalogue, and
Geoff’s continuing work with the Raffle. The interim
result of the Art Show has shown a profit of
$17,952 which was greater than that reported last
year. Despite attendees and sales being down on
previous years, and the fact the prizes were
increased by 105% over last year, the show was a
great success. When the raffle is finalized, more
funds should be available to boost the level of
profits.

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE - VINCENT LI

Vincent asked all members of his committee to
meet next week, after the regular Club meeting.

MEMBERSHIP - JOE MARDJETKO

Joe advised members he had set a target of one
new member per month, and he has requested
support from all members to ensure this target is
achieved. Rotary is a professional organization, well
recognized for the good work it achieves, and all
members were asked to put forward names of
likely candidates so they could be interviewed and

brought into the Club. Joe pointed to the age of
our membership and implored all members to
assist in bringing new members to the Club.

BULLETIN EDITOR - PETER CUMMINS

Peter publically thanked Rob Fenton for the
preparation of last week’s bulletin. The record of
the meeting was well documented, and Rob was
thanked for taking the notes at very short
notice........... Well Done Rob.

RAFFLE ASSISTANCE - GEOFF SWAIN

Geoff asked for volunteers to assist him in “de-
stapling” raffle books after the meeting,
preparatory to the raffle draw which is on August
6. Geoff asked all members to keep the pressure
on sales to ensure that all books which have
been distributed, will be sold. If we can sell what
is already in the marketplace, we can make a
profit from the proceeds.

SERGEANT'’S SESSION - CAROL PAWSEY

Sergeant Carol was merciless in levying fines on
members. lone member was heard to say “It
looks like a very expensive year, with Carol as
sergeant”. To the editor, this seems the perfect
endorsement for a new sergeant - hit ‘em hard
and hit ‘em often, would seem to be the
sergeant’s motto......cccueeueuee or is that a battle-cry.

Sergeant Carol............ In FULL Flig

Fines were levied on the following members - All
members - no applause for the sergeant,
Vincent Li, Greg Paine, Peter Cummins, Rob
Fenton, Ray Macleod-Dryden, Joe Mardjetko,

Kath Binns, Merv Agnew, President Tom, Geoff
Weeks, Lloyd Cranwell, Ray Riehm, Tim Lynn,
Sue Bishop, Geoff Swain, Clive Nicholson....... Ed
did | miss anybody?.................... I'm sure the
sergeant didn’t



LAST WEEK'S GUEST SPE_AKER

Chairman Ray then introduced Nick Svarnias and
Vince Chalken - members of the Clandestine
Laboratory Squad - Victoria Police.

Nick led the presentation by giving a brief history of
his current department. In 2006, The Drug Task
force was disbanded, and the new squad was
formed. It is staffed by only 20 personnel, albeit the
job they undertaking is growing with the increase in
illicit drugs finding their way to the street.

The main focus of the squad was illegal laboratories
- those used to ‘cook’ drugs, prior to pressing them
into tablets, or sold as powder.

Australia is the highest user, per capita in the world
of the drug Ecstasy. One of the reasons is that this
drug is reasonably easy to produce in home
kitchens, or mobile kitchens used to ‘cook’ the
ingredients to produce the drug.

As an aside, it was suggested the recent spate of
gang-land murders were directly related to the drug
market, with several parties vying for a larger share
of the distribution rights of their product into the
marketplace. Drugs are big business.

It would seem there are various drugs which can be
relatively easily manufactured - Ecstasy, Ice,
Heroine, but all use dangerous methods, and
dangerous chemicals in the manufacturing
processes. It seems the vapors given off during the
‘cooking’ process are particularly volatile, and
pictures were shown of whole houses being
destroyed, when the vapors ignited.

The Squad is fighting the drug scene on at least
three levels - an endeavor to control the easy
accessibility to base products from which the
ingredients for drug making are extracted - Pseudo
Ephedrine - a component in cold and cough
medications. Secondly the increasing sophistication
of the drug cooks in being able to increase their
yield from the base components, and finally, the
increase in the number of illicit drug producing
premises. Statistics show that since 1977 there has
been a 700% increase in the number of laboratories
producing drugs, and this combined with the higher
levels of yield from each batch, has shown an
exponential increase in the availability of these
drugs.

The increased purity of the end product, of course
means greater cash is circulating in the drug world.

It seems the drug industry is recruiting more and
more people to become ‘cooks’ to process and
manufacture the drugs. It is thought that many of
these cooks are drawn from overseas chemistry
students, who have some proficiency in handling
chemicals. It seems the laboratories are becoming
more sophisticated in the way they are set-up. It is a
growing trend for Stainless steel vessels are now
becoming more prevalent, superseding the glass
utensils of the past, and with this better equipment,
comes the higher yields we spoke of earlier.

As one of the easiest sources of one of the base
materials - pseudo ephedrine was to be found in
cold and flu preparations, there are moves to
endeavor to limit the sale of these products, and so
reduce the supply of this ram material to the drug
trade. In Queensland, pharmacists are required to
keep a log of persons buying cold and flu
preparations containing pseudo ephedrine, as a
measure of restricting the supply of the base
chemical. In Victoria, these logs are not required by
law, and although pharmacists were alert to persons
buying large quantities of these products, it does
not stop the intended drug producer from going on a
shopping spree and buying small quantities per
outlet, and then amassing the results to continue
drug production.

One of the ways all governments could assist in the
reduction of the amount of pseudo ephedrine was
to legislate against the inclusion of this product in
cold and flu preparations

(same as they have done in the USA), but it maybe
a long time before these measures are taken in
Australia.

In closing the presentation, Nick was presented with
a gift from the Club, and all members joined in
enthusiastic thanks to both Nick and Vince for giving
us all an insight into the work
of their squad at Victoria Police.

Ray Macleod Dryden making a presentation
to Nick Svarnias



Joe Mardjetko then conducted the raffle - Number 18 won by Charlie Xu.

In closing the meeting, President Tom thanked both Nick and Steve for a fascinating presentation, and
thanked Peta lles for attending.

ATTENDANCE
Total Attendance: 32
Club Members: 27
Partners: 2
Visitors & Visiting Rotarians: Nil
Guest Speaker: 2
Apologies: Colin Johnson, Paul Wheelton,
Leave of Absence: Robert Leach, Mick Matthews, David Tolstrup
Make ups:
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00000



Rotary Club of Box Hill
CLUB PROGRAMME
July / August 2009

Date Topic Speaker Chair
July
28 Crime Prevention Senior Comuségil%le Biljana Ray Mcleod-Dryden
August
4 Art Show Raffle Sponsor Agualink Geoff Swain

** PLEASE NOTE : If you are unable to fulfil the chair duty on your nominated evening, it would be greatly
appreciated if you could arrange a suitable substitute.  **

CLUB DUTY ROSTER

Date Desk Greeter Grace / Toast
July
28 Bruce McKenzie/ Rob Leach Ray Riehm Rob Fenton
August
4t Vincent Li/Clem Joyce Lloyd Cranwell Rob Bishop

** PLEASE NO TE: If you are unable to fulfill the allocated duty on the occasion, it would be helpful if you
could arrange a “swap” with another person listed.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Date Member Event
August
st Clem Joyce Induction Anniversary

3rd David Tolstrup Wedding Anniversary




